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2 EDITORIAL COMMENT. 

NOW FOR ST. LOUIS 

Do you want a larger salary? Make yourself worthy of it. School hoards 
are justified in paying for superior teachers but even the high cost of living 
does not justify them in paying higher salaries to inadequately prepared teachers. 

Study the worthy and significant program prepared for the St. Louis meet- 
ing. Consider the striking and practical contributions to our symposium on 
Why Go to St. Louis. Then get out the account book and figure out the finances. 
If you haven't the money now borrow it on the prospect of the increase in salary 
you will get next year or some time therafter as a result of what you will gain 
at St. Louis. 



RECONCILING THE LIBRARY SYMPOSIUM 

Did you wish for a ten-dollar bill as inexhaustible as the widow's cruse of 
oil when you read the contributions to our library symposium in our pre- 
vious issue? Uncle Sam has not yet produced the elastic "ten-spot" that 
will buy all the books our zealous contributors mention in their various initial 
lists. Are we therefore confused or down-hearted ? Not at all! Let's study the 
lists a bit to see if they can not be reconciled. 

A music supervisor, by the way, is a rather curious sort of person for he — 
this is the impersonal, bi-sex type, ladies — is the ordinarily educated person, plus 
musical education, plus pedagogical training. He must therefore know some- 
thing of the world in general, music in particular, and how to use both for teach- 
ing purposes both in and out of the school. 

Doubtless the recognition of these demands together with the lack of uni- 
formity in the preparation of our army of supervisors — most of whom are raw 
recruits in an organization containing very few veterans — is the chief cause of 
the diversity in the lists of our contributors. They have had in mind different 
types of supervisors — the well-, partly-, poorly-educated— and have written for 
one or the other of these. The wonder is that there has been so much agree- 
ment when the material or goal considered was of such variety ! 

Examine the lists again, and you will see first of all that they differ accord- 
ing to the writer's conception of the need of including books dealing with 
your general education or of taking that for granted and restricting the list 
to music material. Again, whichever point of view is taken, the writers differ 
according to the emphasis they lay on (1) information, (2) inspiration, or (3) 
instruction (technique), or, in other words with (1) the what, (2) the why, 
or (3) the how. Or, state another way, (1) the background, (2) the incentive, 
or (3) the presentation of material. 

Now when you consider the subdivisions possible under each of the headings 
given above, you realize the reason of divergence in specific recommendations. 
Should the Editor dare to enter into this tangle which he has instituted and 
endeavor to untangle the skein ? No, if it be presumed he will reconcile all the 
lists, but, yes, if he may be allowed to follow out one line of thought, to make 
a little ball of one colored yarn. So here goes ! 

Let us consider that your general education is attended to or is in the process 
of attending, and that you wish gradually to build up a music library. (And 
here another remark must be interjected — for we shall not at this time consider 
music itself, only material about music. In another issue we may start on the 
question of what music you ought to own.) Your first ten dollars must provide 
you (1) with a background of facts about music so we shall include a history. 
Pratt's ($3.00) is a mine of reliable information: but you may prefer the some- 
what more readable Stanford-Forsythe or Tapper-Goetschins. For clear defini- 
tions of musical terms you will need a dictionary like Baker's or Gehrkens' each 
$1.50). (2) For instruction in how to use your material there is one best book 
about conducting choruses large and small, namely, Coward's Choral Technique 
and Interpretation ($2.00). To this must be added a general discussion of the 
technique of teaching public school music such- as Farnsworth's or Giddings' 
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(each $1.00). (3) Then for inspiration, or, to use the felicitous phrase of one of 
the contributors in our January issue, for reminding us that music is worth 
while, we can buy nothing better than Dickinson's Education of a Music Lover 
($1.50) — which demands reading, study, and reflection. (1, 2, 3) Finally as a 
combination of information, instruction in method, and inspiration the annual 
volume of Proceedings of the Music Supervisors' National Conference ($1.50) 
is indispensable. Our $10.00 has taken care of the three large fields. 

The editor has so much material for this issue that he cannot take the space 
to outline his approach to the $25.00 purchase. Suffice it for the present to say 
that he believes the same general principles should apply, except that now the 
principle of specialization or particular interest enters. Your further purchases 
would still supply information, inspiration, and instruction but would empha- 
size general history, biography, music appreciation, current musical happenings, 
treatment of the voice, methods of teaching this or that subject, orchestral or 
band instruments, etc., according to your particular interest. 

Follow that impulse ! Start a private library ! And, then, USE IT. 



QUESTIONNAIRE ON HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC 

The questionnaire on high school music, included as one of the pages in 
the Supervisors' Journal for January 1919, has met with a splendid response. 
Supervisors all over the country have sent in their replies. At the same time 
there are a number of people whose answers have not yet been received. It is 
not too late to send in your reply and have it tabulated with those which have 
been received. The committee earnestly requests that every supervisor who has 
not yet answered the questionnaire should do so at once so that as full a report 
as possible may be made at the St. Louis meeting. 

The influence of the investigations being carried on by the committee will 
probably be far reaching. It is the purpose of the United States Government 
to issue a bulletin giving information on the subject of music in high schools 
and to send the bulletin to all high school principals and college presidents of 
the United States. The resultant effect should be powerful in stimulating a 
better regard for advanced types of music work in high schools. The more 
information the committee can receive, therefore, the stronger will be the 
report that they can make. Do not fail to send in your answered questionnaire. 



NOW THAT THE WAR IS OVER, WHAT ? 

Community Singing, which was well started before the Great War began, 
received a wonderful impetus as soon as we became one of the belligerents, 
to become only a matter of record? Yes, if it is a war measure only; no, if it 
Books of the Proceedings of the Music Supervisors' Conference beginning with 
1913 (the Rochester meeting) and study the preface to our original 18 Songs 
for Community Singing. 

But the great inspiration, yes, the great necessity for singing produced by 
the War is now a matter of history. Is community singing therefore to stop, 
to become only a matter of record ? Yes, if it is a war measure only ; no, if it 
is something more. 

If our people still need recreation, comfort, inspiration, the strengthening 
of the ties of sympathy and brotherhood, a heightened sense of nationality, an 
appreciation of world federation, and if community singing can help in produc- 
ing these qualities, there is a place, yes, a vital place for the continuation of this 
singing which has spread to such an amazing extent. But continuation does not 
mean simple repetition. We are not to base our procedure on the cumulative 
principle of the House that Jack Built story. Reconstruction means adaptation 
to new conditions. Much of our material and some of our methods must be 
changed, developed. Emulating the "peppy" singing of the camps will no 
longer suffice. Certain of the songs with their accompanying devices will still 
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be used as pleasant reminders of striving days, a few others will probably attain 
almost a permanent folk-song position, but most of the songs of the war should 
soon be put aside for more vital material. 

What material shall replace the war songs? Who is wise enough to say? 
Who could have foretold two years ago what we should sing during the war? 
The answer to the question of what next must be found just as the answer 
has been found during the past two years — through sympathetic conferences 
and experiments by singers and leaders. Patriotic songs there will be, of course ; 
other songs of our own land should be there in larger numbers than ever before ; 
great universal folk-songs from many lands; and surely some "popular" scngs 
of the day. Everything as good musically as the people can sing in their 
present musical development, and always, so long as enjoyment prevails, with 
an eye to raising musical taste. But condescend not ; sympathize and co-operate ! 

The Great War did not inaugurate Community Singing; the Great War 
shall not end it! 



COME TO ST. LOUIS 

No wide-awake supervisor of music can afford to miss the St. Louis Con- 
ference. Of course railroad fares are heavy, and hotel accommodations and 
meals expensive. Of course much time has been lost through the terrible epi- 
demic of influenza. And if one tries to find them, there can easily be discovered 
a number of other most valid reasons for remaining at home. And yet, the 
plain fact stares one in the face, that despite all the reasons for staying away 
that can be urged, no wide-awake supervisor of music can afford to miss the 
Conference. 

Never before in the history of our nation has the great subject of education 
been so thoroughly discussed as at this time. The place of music in education 
and in life is a topic so charged with meaning and purpose that educators, 
sociologists, laborers, capitalists, and thinkers in every walk of life are alive to 
its importance. The next few years will see an upheaval in matters educational 
such as has never before taken place in so brief a period. 

Fellow Supervisor, you cannot afford to stand back while others are forging 
ahead. You cannot afford to stand aside while others are thinking and working. 
Your supreme opportunity for service in the cause you represent is here, now, 
today. The first thing to do is to become a member of the Music Supervisors' 
National Conference, and your second duty is to attend the St. Louis meeting. 

A splendid program is offered, and of especial importance is the arrange- 
ment of time for thorough general discussion of each topic. Plans are well 
organized looking to the social side of the Conference ; you will have the oppor- 
tunity to become personally acquainted with every other supervisor present. 
A committee will see to that. And finally, your attendance will help swell our 
number until our work will have compelling influence on school committees, 
superintendents, and citizens in general. The Conference needs your member- 
ship. The Conference needs your presence. But even more than that — you 
need the Conference. 

JOIN THE CONFERENCE 

In the January issue of the Music Supervisors' Journal strong appeals were 
made for music supervisors throughout the country to become members of the 
Supervisors' Conference. The benefits of such membership to the individual 
were pointed out. Among these benefits is the possession of the Annual Book 
of Proceedings. A set of these volumes is invaluable to the up-to-date supervisor. 

An appeal was also made to the professional pride of the supervisors to 
make the national body as powerful and as representative as possible through a 
large and representative membership. 

The following somewhat modified quotation from the program of the Na- 
tional Society for Vocational Education is worthy of our notice : 
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"The power of this organization to render service is conditioned 
upon two factors, the projects it can undertake, and the support in 
money and members that it can get. These conditioning factors are 
so related that each proceeds in terms of the other. 

"With more support we can undertake more projects, undertaking 
more projects we can can get more support. That is the problem. 
What is the solution? The solution depends upon the willingness of 
each individual supervisor to take upon himself NOW the responsibility 
of becoming a member and of bringing in new members." 
Let us here again appeal to every supervisor in the country who is not 
now enrolled in the Conference to at once send to Mr. James E. Mcllroy, Jr., 
129 Woodlawn Ave., Mt. Oliver Station, Pittsburgh, Pa., the application for 
membership. The fee is $2.50 for new membership, and $1.50 for renewals. 

Supervisors attending St. Louis Convention will be interested in the follow- 
ing information regarding inexpensive but satisfactory places to fiat : 

Breakfast and Lunch 
Statler Cafeteria, Arbor Boom. Basement Floor. Popular prices; open 7 A. 

M. to 2:30 P.M. 
Benish Cafeteria, Chemical Building, 8th and Olive Streets. Popular prices; 

open 7 A. M. to 8 P. M. 
Statler Restaurants, Main Floor. Club Breakfasts, 60c, 70c, 85c. 

Dinner 
Statler Restaurants — Main Floor; a la Carte; also Table d' hote dinner Thurs- 
day evening only $1.50. 
Benisch Grill, Chemical Building, 8th and Olive Streets. A la Carte service. 
Benish Cafeteria, Chemical Building. Popular prices. 

INVITATIONS FOR 1920 
Invitations for the Conference Meeting of 1920 will be presented at the 
business meeting on Thursday afternoon, April 3. Will the supervisors who 
are interested in this matter see that the invitations are properly presented, in 
that written invitations must be received from Superintendents of Schools and 
School Committees, and must be presented in person by representatives of the 
Music Department of the city extending the invitation. 

SPECIAL TRAIN FROM CHICAGO 
A special train for Conference members from north and east of Chicago will 
be run by the Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad. The train will leave 
the Dearborn Station, Chicago, Sunday, March 30, at 11 :30 P. M., arriving at 
St. Louis Monday morning at 7:37 o'clock. For those who desire it breakfast 
will be served on the train before arriving at St. Louis. Passengers wishing 
breakfast are requested to notify conductor before retiring Sunday evening. 
The fare from Chicago to St. Louis is $9.41, including war tax. Lower berth 
one way, $2.20 ; upper berth, $1.76 ; section, $3.96, including war tax. Members 
wishing to make reservations are requested to communicate with Mr. S. M. 
Childs, Division Passenger Agent, Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad, 112 
W. Adams St., Chicago, Illinois. Also a Special Pullman will be run from 
Lincoln, Neb., to St. Louis Sunday evening, March 30, 1919. For reservations 
and further information address Mr. H. O. Ferguson, 1441 G St., Lincoln, Neb. 



MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
Members of the Conference who plan to attend the St. Louis Meeting are 
urged to make their hotel reservations as far in advance as possible. The Statler 
Hotel is the Conference headquarters and is a splendid modern hotel with a 
large number of rooms at medium prices. We must realize, however, that the 
hotel is a busy hotel and that unless reservations are made in advance we cannot 
expect the management to turn away its regular trade. Therefore we publish 
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annexed a list of other suitable hotels in St. Louis for people who may not find 
it possible to secure suitable accommodation at the Statler. 

No. of 

Rooms Single. Double. 

HOTEL STATLER 600 $2.00 with bath. $3.00 with bath. 

Conference Headquarters 
9th, St. Charles and 
Washington Sts. 

American Hotel 275 $1.50 up with bath. $2.50 up with bath. 

7th and Market Sts. 

American Annex 226 $1.50 up with bath. $2.50 up with bath. 

6th and Market Sts. 

Antlers Hotel $1.00 up without bath. $1.50 up without bath. 

18th and Olive Sts. $1.50 up with bath. $2.00 up with bath. 

Astor Hotel 130 $1.00 up without bath. $2.00 up without bath. 

13th and Olive Sts. $2.50 up with bath. 

Jefferson Hotel 400 $1.50 up without bath. $2.50 up without bath. 

12th and Locust Sts. $2.50 up with bath. $3.50 up with bath. 

Laclede Hotel 160 $1.00 up without bath. $1.50 up without bath. 

6th and Chestnut Sts. $2.00 up with bath. $2.50 up with bath. 

Majestic Hotel 200 $1.00 up without bath. $2.00 up without bath. 

11th and Pine Sts. $1.50 up with bath. $2.50 up with bath. 

Marquette Hotel 400 $1.50 up without bath. $2.00 up without bath. 

18th and Washington. $2.00 up with bath. $3.00 up with bath. 

Maryland Hotel 240 $1.50 up without bath. $2.50 up without bath. 

9th and Pine Sts. $2.00 up with bath. $3.00 up with batH. 

Planters Hotel 350 $1.50 up with bath. $2.00 up with bath. 

4th and Pine Sts. 

Stratford Hotel 95 $1.00 up without bath. $1.50 up without bath. 

8th and Pine Sts. $2.00 up with bath. $3.00 up with bath. 

Warwick Hotel 200 $1.50 up with bath. $2.50 up with bath. 

15th and Locust Sts. 

All of the foregoing hotels are recommended to members attending the Confer- 
ence. Those who plan to attend the Conference are urged to make their hotel res- 
ervations at the earliest possible date by communicating direct with the management. 



PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 



MUSIC SUPERVISORS' NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

St. Louis, Missouri. 

March 31 to April 4 Inclusive. 

(The program of the week is given below as nearly as can be stated at this time. 
There are several important additions now under consideration which will be included 
in the official program. The St. Louis Convention and Publicity Bureau will have an 
information booth at the Union Station where copies of the official program may be 
secured on your arrival at St. Louis.) 

The addresses and discussions of the week are built around the following state- 
ment: "Every child should be educated in music according to his natural capacities, 
at public expense, and his studies should function in the musical life of the community." 

MONDAY, MARCH 31. 

Forenoon — Observation of work in the St. Louis Schools. 

Every phase of school music work will be in operation under the direc-, 

tion of the teachers of the St. Louis Public School Music Department. 

A list of the buildings in which the St. Louis supervisors may be found, 

giving' the subjects which they are illustrating, will be pointed in 

the official program. 

Noon — Lunch at the Soldan High School. 



